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PTA NEWSLETTER

From Our PTA President

Thank you to all of the families that supported the
Kathryn Beich Fall Fundraiser. We raised about
$12,000 - slightly short of our goal - but we are still
very pleased! Parents, pick up will be after 3:00
p.m. on October 24. There is no storage space at
the school, so all orders will need to be picked up
promptly. Orders can also be picked that evening
at our Family Activity Night (see below).

So, we’ve raised some money and we have our

approved budget. But what has the PTA actually
been doing to support the students, families and
staff of Centerville?

Glad you asked . . .

Our first Family Activity Night — “Books: The
Magic is Real” was presented in September to
an audience of over 100 students and family
members.

We are strongly supporting the creative efforts
of our students through the PTA Reflections
Contest.

Our Enrichment Assemblies program will
bring the arts to students through a perform-
ance by Step Afrika later this month.

And in January, nationally-renowned author
Mary Downing Hahn will be visiting Center-
ville!

We are concluding the enormous undertaking
commonly known as the Scholastic Book
Fair. 100% of the net proceeds go to the CES
Media Center — so ALL students benefit from
your support.

We now have a before-school Language Pro-
gram, allowing students to try Spanish (a very
popular choice), American Sign Language or
French.

Several Volunteer Orientations have been
held, which provides our teachers with the
help of parent volunteers on a daily basis.
PTA volunteers helped bar-code over 13,000
reading books for our Reading Specialists.
The Student Directory has been printed and
will be distributed this week.

Our NEXT Family Activity Night —
“Arthimetickles” will be presented October
24th at 7:00.

The PTA will proudly sponsor “Sailing
Through the System” by donating breakfast
or dinner for participating families.

To date, we have funded nearly $1,000 in reimbursement
requests through our Teacher Grant Program, which pro-
vides classroom materials that the school system doesn’t.
The School Store is open for business, staffed by PTA
volunteers.

e The Automated Communication System is up and run-
ning.

e Our Spiritwear program is off to a great start with many
new and affordable options.

e The PTA voted to purchase and assemble “Go-Buckets”
— emergency evacuation kits — for every class.

In other words, we’re pretty busy, and we could use your help
if you’ve got some time. Please contact Tara at 301-874-0726
or zabroske@comcast.net for more information. The PTA wel-
comes all parents without exception. If you know an interested
parent that may have limited English, please contact me per-
sonally. We have volunteer translators that can help. We also
have opportunities to help our classroom teachers that do not
necessarily require fluent English. We want any interested par-
ent to become involved with our school!

Remember, the Fall Fundraiser was our primary means of fi-
nancing these programs. However, if “Just Write a Check” is
more your style than thumbing through a catalog, you can
make a tax deductible monetary donation to the PTA at any
time. We are so very grateful for your support — and so are the
students and staff of Centerville!

Rarbara Stone

centervillepta@comcast.net

Thank you!

MANY THANKS!

A huge thank you to all of the families who
donated items for the Thanksgiving Dinner
hosted by the Staff Appreciation Committee.
The dinner was held on Tuesday, October

16. This event is always a favorite of the staff
and couldn't be pulled off without the very gener-
ous donations of the Centerville community.




PTA Newsletter

Important Notes & Reminders:

Wednesday, October 24 is Family Activities Night:
“Arithmetickles.” From 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., come
and see how FUN math can be! (NOTE: Fundraiser
orders can be picked up before and after the show.)

Thursday, October 25 is the LAST scheduled Volun-
teer Orientation. The 1-hour session will include pic-
tures for badges, orientation and a tour. It starts at
9:30 a.m. and will be held in the CES Cafeteria. If
there are any parents that attended previous orienta-
tions but have not received a badge, please contact
Tara Zabroske by email: zabroske@comcast.net or
phone: 301-874-0726.

Picture Day is Friday, October 26!! Some parents
received a picture form that has the wrong date on it.
Please note that Picture Day is Friday, October 26 (not
the 16th or 18th as some papers said).

If you would like to enter the Reflections Contest,
please go to centervillepta.org, and click on Reflec-
tions to find the entry form and rules. Deadline for en-
tries is November 20, 2007.

PTA Meeting News

Our November meeting will be held Tuesday,
November 6, at 7:00 p.m. Mr. Raff and the PTA
Safety Committee will be sharing important
information about the CES Comprehensive
School Crisis Response Plan. A question &
answer period will follow the presentation.

October Spiritwear Deadline

You can still order the new CES Spiriwear! Prices
begin at $10! Didn't get your order in by Septem-
ber 28?7 Don't worry, we'll be placing another
order on October 31! Check out the PTA website
for a copy of the order form. Remember, all spirit-
wear is customized, so make sure you check out
the sample sizes in the front lobby near the music
rooms. Questions? Contact Eileen Cebula at
301-831-1939; email: TGRLZD@comcast.net.

The Arts at Centerville

Did you know that CES has an active Arts program? This month local artist Doug
Moulden visited the after-school Art Club. He discussed his work and got the students
excited about participating in the PTA Reflections Contest (see “Notes” above).

We are also honored to announce that on November 20, Teresa Cochran (local artist
Bill Cochran’s wife and project manager) will give a talk on Bill's creative process, how
art has made a difference in his life, and how it effects ours. Bill's work can be seen in
downtown Frederick. He is renowned for The Community Bridge project and “The
Dreaming,” and is credited with bringing outside art back to downtown Frederick. For
more information, contact: Ann Harper at harperfamily4d@comcast.net.

Our 2007 Box Tops Contest is starting!!! Ask everyone
you know to start saving so you can be the next Box
Top Champion!!

Look for contest details on the back of the Box Top Collection Sheet. The more
completed Box Top Sheets you turn in, the more chances you have for winning a
prize!! The class that turns in the most completed sheets will win a BREAKFAST
DONUT PARTY with Principal Raff or Vice Principal Keefer. The deadline to turn in
Collection Sheets is the end of the school day on Friday, November 30, 2007.

REMEMBER: Turn in all of your COMPLETED Collection Sheets to your teacher.
You can find extra copies outside the school office or on our website at
www.centervillepta.org. Each sheet you turn in is worth $2.50 for our wonderful
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